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If a person stares upon the Slieve Bloom Mountains, it is said that they can see a gap in 

the mountain, which the Rock of Cashel would fit perfectly, known as the “Devil’s Bit.” Irish 

history and culture dates way back. Some monuments and ancient tombs in Ireland are even 

older than the pyramids in Egypt. Ireland used to be a paganist country, but Saint Patrick 

converted the country. At the Rock of Cashel, Saint Patrick even baptized a few kings. 

Newgrange and the Rock of Cashel both have a great deal of historical value in Ireland since 

Newgrange is a Neolithic monument and the Rock of Cashel is an old castle with many stories, a 

few including Saint Patrick. 

Newgrange has a fascinating history. Newgrange is an incredibly old monument in 

Ireland, and it used to be called a passage tomb, since Newgrange has three chambers that are 

connected by passages and excavations have found human cremated remains in the west 

chamber. Newgrange was built between 3300-2800 BC and is older than the Egyptian pyramids. 

At the start of Ireland’s early Iron Age and for 2,000 years after, there were no burial rituals 

performed. Ireland’s Newgrange is long-lasting monument with history dating back to even 

before the Egyptian pyramids.  

The past of the Rock of Cashel is remarkably interesting as well. The Rock of Cashel is 

an old castle where a few dynasties of kings had lived before being passed onto the Church. The 

Rock of Cashel is known by several names, a few being the Cashel of the Kings or St. Patrick’s 

Rock. The Rock of Cashel has seen a handful of bloody wars and battles fought amongst armies. 



The Rock of Cashel was passed to generations of great kings. The Rock of Cashel is an Irish 

castle that has been home to a couple of clans before eventually being passed to the Christian 

church. 

There are many stories in Irish history. A very intriguing legend about how the Rock of 

Cashel came to be is called “the Devil’s Bit.” The Rock of Cashel is said to be created by a piece 

of mountain that the Devil had bit and spit out. According to the story, Saint Patrick was chasing 

the Devil around Ireland. In a hurry to escape, the Devil ate a piece of the mountain and left 

through the Earth. Not needing the bit of the mountain, he spit it out and it landed on a hill and 

became what is now known as the Rock of Cashel. Many people like to believe that this is how 

the Rock of Cashel was created. 

            Newgrange and the Rock of Cashel are especially important to Ireland. The reasons being 

Newgrange is a Neolithic monument, and the Rock of Cashel is a castle of immense importance. 

Newgrange is even older than the ancient Egyptian pyramids. The Rock of Cashel is a castle that 

was occupied by several Irish kings, before being passed on to the church. The Rock of Cashel is 

said to be formed in the Devil’s narrow escape from Saint Patrick. Ireland is a wonderful place to 

go because of its historical magnificence and fascinating tales. 
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