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Poland 

 I have a great interest to visit the country of Poland. I have ancestors who are Polish and I am 

about 35% Polish. Poland has many unique places and many famous saints are from Poland. 

 My first point of interest is the Wieliczka salt mine in Krakow. I chose this place because it 

helped bring in a lot of money into Poland, therefore helping Poland’s civilization. The mine was formed 

when the sea level dropped 13.6 million years ago, leaving salt behind. The structure of the mine was 

formed when the tectonic activity of the Carpathinian Mountains caused the salt to shift north. 

 When people first discovered it in the 11th century, it was just a salt water river. The few people 

who knew about the river built wells so that they would have access to the water. They would boil the salt 

water until it was only salt. In the 13th century chunks of salt where found in the water that got drawn up. 

 Casmir the 3rd, king of Poland, found out about the river and wanted to find out where the salt 

came from, so he ordered a mine built. Workers started to dig and the mine got four shafts built. The salt 

was sold and Casmir became very rich. 

 During the 16th through 18th centuries the mine was worked on more. The mine now went 3 

levels underground. The salt was distributed to all of Poland and many tourists came to see the mine. 

 When Russia, Austria, and Prussia invaded, Austria took Krakow and the mine. But the mine kept 

expanding. Gunpowder was used to blow apart walls, to help extract the salt, and an underground railway 

was built to help carry out the salt. The Austrians also made things to encourage tourists to come. 

 The mine survived both world wars. After Poland got the mine back from Austria almost 120,000 

tourists visited the mine. The mine kept getting bigger, and it grew to 9 levels and 327 meters below sea 

level. After 1945 the mine stopped expanding because Poland could not afford the materials needed to 

support the mine. Today there are so many passages and corridors that tourists only have access to 2% of 

the mine. 

 Some of the workers were devout Catholics and they would make chapels out of some of the 

chambers so that they could have masses underground. There are two famous chapels, one is Saint 

Kinga’s chapel. Saint Kinga’s chapel is 101 meters underground and built by three workers, Jozef 

Markowski, Tomaz Markowski, and Antoni Wyrodek.  There are chandeliers made completely out of salt 
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crystals,and there are many statues of saints, like Saint John Paul the 2nd. Tomaz built the the pulpit, and 

Antoni and Jozef worked on the furnishings. 

 The other chapel is Saint Anthony’s chapel. This chapel is only on the first level. It also has a 

crystal chandelier,and although it is older than Saint Kinga’s chapel, it is well preserved. The builders of 

the chapel are unknown, but the first mass was said in 1698. Masses are still held in these chapels today. 

 My second point of interest is the shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa,or sometimes called the 

Black Madonna. 

 It is said that Saint Luke painted the portrait on a table that Jesus made. What is interesting is that 

the portrait is painted in a rare way called Hodegetria which means ‘the one that guides you.’ In the 

portrait Our Lady is in blue and holds the infant Jesus in her arm. Jesus is pictured holding a book, and 

Our Lady has a six pointed star above her head. The painting shows that Mary is the mother of God,but 

also the mother of every human being.  

 Centuries after Saint Luke painted it, Saint Helen found the portrait in Jerusalem when she was 

looking for the Holy Cross. Saint Helen brought the portrait to Constantinople where her son, Emperor 

Constantine, enshrined it. 

 The portrait was gifted to a Greek Princess where it was kept in Ruthienia at Belz for 600  years. 

Once when the Tartars attacked Belz they plundered everything, but it is said that the painting got covered 

in a cloud so the Tartars could not see it. Saint Ladislaus, prince of Belz, moved the portrait to a the tiny 

village of Czestochowa, because an angel appeared in a dream to him. Saint Ladislaus founded a 

monastery of Pauline monks at Czestochowa,and built a church called Jasna Gora so that the monks could 

look after the portrait. 

 In 1430 the Hussites attacked the monastery and plundered everything, even the portrait. The men 

tried to destroy the painting, but only succeeded in making cuts on Our Lady’s face. Later the monks 

found the portrait in the mud, but a stream sprang up from the ground so the monks could wash it. At 

another battle the Swedes where about to take Czestochowa, but the monks prayed in front of the portrait 

and the Swedes retreated. 

 When the Soviet Union planned to attack, the painting was carried around the town to be prayed 

in front of. When the people were praying, on the feast on Our Lady of Sorrows, the Black Madonna 
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appeared in the clouds. This miracle is called the Miracle at Vistula.When the Nazis invaded, Hitler 

allowed no one to visit the shrine, but some people snuck there. When Poland was free from Russia in 

1945, thousands of people flocked to the shrine to show their gratitude to Our Lady. Many popes visited 

the shrine too. Pope Clement 6th made a papal recognition of the portrait in 1717. Pope Pius 6th made 

May 3rd the feast of Our Lady of Czestochowa. Pope John Paul II made many pilgrimages to go see the 

miracles image. Even today many people make pilgrimages to what is said to be the greatest shrine in the 

world. 

 Both of these places are important to Poland because they brought faith and prosperity to Poland. 
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